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PLANNING AND DRAFTING CONSIDERATIONS FOR BLENDED 
AND NON-TRADITIONAL FAMILY SITUATIONS 

By:  Kary B. Hargreaves*Brownlee LLP 
 

Estate planning is a fascinating practice area.  We have the privilege of meeting new clients 

every day and learning everything about them and their family.  They share their concerns 

as well as their goals and objectives for the future.  We are then left with the opportunity to 

create a plan which deals with their concerns and accomplishes their goals and objectives 

within the dynamics of their particular family and situation.  This is of course challenging, but 

even more so when we are dealing with a blended or non-traditional family situation.  In this 

paper I will deal with some planning and drafting considerations that are relevant to these 

situations and will focus on particular areas that may be problematic. 

 

The first part of this paper will deal with drafting considerations and will focus on the 

problematic areas that require careful thought and considerable discussion with clients.  It 

will deal with drafting consideration both in terms of obligations that may exist from past 

relationships as well as those that have arisen as a consequence of new ones.  The second 

part of the paper will focus on two alternative methods of transferring assets to family 

members or significant others.  This section will be fairly restrictive in the topics that it deals 

with as other presenters will be dealing with other methods, such as the use of trusts. 

 

DRAFTING TO DEAL WITH OBLIGATIONS THAT AROSE FROM A PREVIOUS 
RELATIONSHIP 

 

It is critical that a lawyer determine if a client was previously married or involved in a 

relationship which may have created obligations that continue to exist.  If there are any 

Agreements or court Orders that exist relating to that relationship, then those Agreements 

and court Orders must be carefully reviewed.  Any and all obligations that remain 

outstanding must be fully understood and consideration given as to how those legal 

obligations will be satisfied in the event of an untimely death. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

* With thanks to D. Lynne Butler for her able assistance. 

 


