
The success of our programs relies on the generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all 
our volunteers. We greatly appreciate the work of our volunteers and their service to the profession.

Dino Bottos graduated from law school at the 
University of Alberta in 1989. A year later, he 
was called to the British Columbia bar, where he 
practiced law for 2 years before making his way back 
to Edmonton. With the goal of practising as a barrister, 
and with a helping hand from his oral advocacy 
professor, Alexander D. Pringle QC, Dino began his 
practice as a criminal defense lawyer. 

Dino is now a partner at DePoe & Bottos and is not 
only a skilled, experienced, and professional lawyer, 
but he is also a dedicated, volunteer for LESA with a 
passion for sharing his knowledge and experience with 
others in the legal profession. Dino’s most recent 
contributions to LESA include being a distinguished 
member of the faculty for both LESA’s Criminal Advocacy 
Experts and Criminal Law 25 programs.

How did you become interested in law?
I always enjoyed courtroom drama in movies and 
television – it was the most intriguing type of drama 
for me as a kid growing up, and I always admired what 
a courtroom lawyer did – I thought it was exciting. I was 
very lucky to pursue that in criminal law, which I found 
to be very important and the type of work that would 
get me into a court room on a daily basis. 

What do you enjoy most about the legal profession?
Making a difference in people’s lives on a day-to-
day basis. You are meeting clients – some of which 
are in deep crisis and some of which are simply 
misunderstood – it’s your job and responsibility to do 

your best for them. I like standing up for the little guy 
and making an appreciable difference for that person 
in the face of adversity.

What does a day in the life of Dino look like?
During the fall and spring terms, I teach criminal law 
and procedure to fi rst-year law school students at the 
U of A then I go to court and practice as a criminal 
defense lawyer. What I fi nd rewarding and exciting is 
that I teach something about the law on a Monday 
and then walk into court on a Tuesday and argue that 
very same point of law before the court. My practice 
involves a mixture of legal theory with reality of the 
court room.

What motivates you to volunteer?
I think that most lawyers, when they get to a senior 
level, want to give back and teach things that they 
have learned over the years. When someone asks 
me to teach what I know, I fi nd that to be an honour.

Have you had any particularly memorable volunteering 
experiences with LESA?
I’ve had 2 occasions this year to volunteer for LESA. 
The fi rst was being called upon to speak about expert 
testimony in criminal cases [Criminal Advocacy Experts]. 
The second was giving a lecture to practitioners both 
in Calgary and in Edmonton on the most important 
cases with respect to the admissibility of statements 
by accused persons to the police [Criminal Law 25]. 
Dealing with other practitioners in the fi eld and judges 
from the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench helped me 
get a sense that there is a true desire on the part of 
practitioners to teach what they know and on the part 
of other practitioners to attend and learn about things 
that they’re interested in.

“When you’re called upon to volunteer, 
consider it an honour and give it your best 

e� ort … it will be very rewarding for yourself 
and others will get a great deal out of it.”
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

January 1 – June 30, 2016

Volunteer
Appreciation

The Legal Education Society of Alberta is always looking for volunteers. There are many ways you can get 
involved: online or face-to-face CPLED facilitator or evaluator, CLE seminar chair or faculty, author, reviewer, 
editor, blogger, online course contributor, script writer, or actor.

In addition to keeping current with developments in the fi eld, the benefi ts of acting as a volunteer for LESA 
include recognition by the profession, social networking opportunities, and being able to focus on your 
expertise while expanding your skill set.

To volunteer, contact us at:
780.420.1987  |  1.800.282.3900 (toll free in AB)

If you volunteered for us between January and June 2016, please ensure your 
name is on the list. If your name has been missed, please contact us.
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� ank you to all of our 
volunteers who help make each 

and every Legal Education Society 
of Alberta program and resource 

a great success!
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