
The generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all of our volunteers make every Legal  
Education Society of Alberta program and resource a great success. We greatly appreciate the work of 
our volunteers and their service to the profession. Contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org to volunteer.

Fulvio has been at Dunphy Best Blocksom LLP 
since 1994, and, although he planned to be a civil 
litigator after graduating with his LLB from the 
University of Alberta, he now enjoys a business and 
estate-oriented practice. Fulvio is actively engaged 
in many areas of the profession: he has instructed 
at the University of Calgary Law School, he  
coordinates DBB’s in-house training program, 
he sits as a board member for the Collaborative 
Estate and Trust Lawyers Society of Alberta, he 
is an appointed executive member of the CBA’s 
Wills and Trusts subsection, and last (but certainly 
not least!), he has been a faithful LESA volunteer 
for many years. In the past six months, Fulvio has 
served on the planning committee for LESA’s  
new Estate Administration practice manual and 
participated in the CPLED Program, providing  
students with feedback on the learning exercises 
they completed in their Interviewing and  
Advising module.

How has your career evolved over the years to  
lead you to your current business and estate- 
oriented practice?

I left law school convinced I was destined for a 
career in litigation, and that is what I did for the 
first few years. I was lucky enough to be exposed to 
all areas of the law as a young lawyer and realized 
that litigation was not for me. My practice evolved, 
slowly at first, into what it is now.

What do you most enjoy about working in the  
legal profession?

It is rarely boring and, even after 20 something 
years, there is always a new puzzle to solve. In my 

practice, my clients are often doing exciting things 
like starting a new business, and I enjoy helping 
them through the process. On the estate side, the 
emotions are usually different, but it is satisfying  
to do my part to lessen the burden.

What are your biggest influences?

I have been very lucky to spend my entire legal  
career at the same firm, working with some  
great lawyers. As a new lawyer, I was able to spend 
a great deal of time working with Jack Dunphy 
QC who taught me the importance of giving back. 
Many of my current partners (most of whom are 
much older than me) have been instrumental in  
my development as well.

What motivates you to volunteer?

The legal profession has been very good to me, and  
I do feel it is important to give back when possible. 
The energy and enthusiasm of each crop of new 
lawyers entering the profession is exciting to be 
around, even if it does remind me I am getting up 
there in years.

In addition to giving back to the profession,  
do you think that volunteering benefits you  
and your practice?

Absolutely. I have always felt that the more 
well-rounded you are as a lawyer, and a person,  
the better you are at helping your clients.  

What are you looking forward to this summer?

I am very lucky to be on sabbatical this summer for 
2 months. Every few years it is great to take some 
time to get away, recharge, and spend some quality 
time with the family – and maybe swing a golf club 
or two.

“Never pass up an opportunity to  
try something new, and don’t take  

yourself too seriously.”

Fulvio M. Durante
Dunphy Best Blocksom LLP

January 1 – June 30, 2015
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Bill Aaron QC
Neena Ahluwalia QC
Sam Amelio QC
Michael Anderson
Rob Anderson
Paule Armeneau QC
Janice Ashcroft QC 
Robert Ashcroft
Norm Assiff
Malkit Atwal
Loreen Austin
Abram Averbach
Chad Babiuk
Erin Baker
Lonny Balbi QC
Deborah Baradziej
Kevin Barr
Hon. Judge J.D. Bascom
Andrew Bateman
Tudor Beattie QC
Pam Bell
Talia Bernbaum
Lorenz Berner
John Bessemer
Aaron Bickman
David Bilinsky
Lucille Birkett QC
Ken Blake
Kaye Bland
Max Blitt QC
Patricia Blocksom QC, AOE
Geoff Boddy
Pierre Boileau QC
Dan Bokenfohr
Lori Bokenfohr
Patricia Bokenfohr
Doris Bonora
Emi Bossio
Paul Bourassa
Richard Bowes
Craig Boyer
Joseph Bradford
Lyle Brookes
Jim Brown
Hon. Justice B.A. Browne
Judy Burke
Clare Burns
Karin Buss
Stephanie Campbell
Nancy Carruthers

Rose Carter QC
Deni Cashin
Arman Chak
Suchetna Channan
Ray Chartier
Gabriel Chen
Leanne Cherry
Spencer Chimuk
Michelle Christopher
Matt Clark
Tiro Clarke
Peter Cline
Michael Condé
Colleen Connolly
Steven Cooper
Brandy Cousins
Carolyn Dahl Rees
Matt Dalidowicz
Deborah Dalton
Patricia Daunais QC
Kelly Dawson
Robert de Guzman
Anne de Villars QC
Frank DeAngelis QC
Paulette DeKelver
Kelsey Dick
Hon. Judge J.L. Dixon
Melina Djulancic
Rhoda Dobler
Mona Duckett QC
Paul Dunn
Robert Dunseith QC
Fulvio Durante
Dave Elhart
Ellen Embury
Margot Engley
Sheri Epp
Kajal Ervin
Christopher Evans QC
Lindsay Ewens-Jones
Sean Fairhurst
Cathy Farnell
Jon Faulds QC
Sheri Ferguson
Steven Florendine
Dr. Larry Fong
Jocelyn Frazer
Krista Frohlich
Julie Gagnon
Melanie Gaston

Cori Ghitter
Peter Gibson
Bill Gilliland
Nancy Golding QC
Marie Gordon QC
Neil Gower QC
Rosalind Greenwood
John Gregory
Garner Groome
John Gulak
Dick Haldane QC
Kevin Hannah QC
Jack Hauptman
Hon. Justice G.C. Hawco
Shannon Hayes
Teresa Haykowsky
Bryan Haynes
Will Hembroff
Janice Henderson-Lypkie
Denise Hendrix
Stacy Hennings
Karen Hewitt
Leslie Hills
Bernette Ho
Roger Hofer QC
Michael Hokanson
Michele Hollins QC
David Holub
Michael Hoosein
John Hope QC
Tracey Howell
Sandra Hudson
Shanna Hunka
Matthew Huys
Laura Inglis
Peter Inglis
Tanis Jalbert
Carsten Jensen QC
Hon. Justice R.A. Jerke
Moosa Jiwaji
Parminder Johal
Simon Johnson
Hon. Justice C.M. Jones
Ashley Karg
Kyle Kashuba
Todd Kathol
Derek Kearl
Dr. Tom Keenan
Jack Kelly
Sherrilynn Kelly

Kevin Keyes
Brian Kiers
Barbara Kimmitt
Jim Kindrake
Sarah King-D’Souza QC
Michael Kirk
Patrick Kirwin
Michael Klaray
Roy Klassen
Renee Konoptopsky
Mark Kortbeek
Randy Kott
Jeremiah Kowalchuk
Michael Kraus QC
Jay Krushell
Brad Kudar
Peter Kumpula
Vincent Kurata
Bryan Kwan
Michael Kwiatkowski
Brittney LaBranche
Mathieu LaFleche
Erin Lafuente
Joshua Lam
Hon. Judge T. LaRochelle
Blair Laven
Shel Laven
Percy Lee
Gregory Liakopoulos
Hon. Justice S.J.  LoVecchio
Kenneth Lypkie
Cameron MacCarthy
Heidi MacIntosh
Perry Mack QC
Lois MacLean
Hon. Justice A.D. Macleod
Alex MacWilliam
Linda Maj
Steve Mandziuk QC
Laura Marr
Gillian Marriott QC
Lucretia Martenet
Leith Martin
John Martland QC
Robert Martz
Hon. Judge P.J. Mason
Tim Mavko
C. Suzanne McAfee QC
James McCartney
Tom McCartney
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Our Volunteers
JANUARY 1 – JUNE 30, 2015

Allison McCollum
Jason McCulloch
Leah McDaniel
Allison McDonald
Melanie McDonald
John McGee QC
Paul McLaughlin
Laurie McMurchie QC
Beryl McNeill
Dan McPherson
Kent McSporran
Tim Meagher
Scot Menzies
David Mercer
Cori Lynne Mercier
Tracy Mettimano
Hon. Justice P.B. Michalyshyn
Marla Miller QC
Shaeney Miller
Karen Molle
Donna Molzan QC
Anne Montgomery
Renn Moodley
Kim Moody
Paul Moreau
Robert Mueller
Richard Muenz
Johanna Mustapic
Brad Mustard
Molly Naber-Sykes QC
Kunal Nand
Derek Nash
Susan Naylen Sorrell
Byron Nelson
Chadwick Newcombe
Douglas Nishimura
Kristopher Noonan
Patrick Nugent
Shannon O’Byrne
Ryan O’Fee
Krysta Ostwald
Crista Osualdini
Catriona Otto
Don Padget
John Pak
Jerry Patterson
James Peacock QC
Dennis Pelkie QC
Ryan Penner
Susan Pepper

Tyler Perozni
Stacy Petriuk
Hon. R.A. Philp QC
Karen Platten QC
John Poyser
Christine Pratt
Gavin Price
Janis Pritchard
Ravi Prithipaul QC

ida afi e
Robert Rakochey
Richard Rand QC
Balji Rattan
Darren Reed
Philip Renaud QC
Brygeda Renke
Ian Reynolds QC
Marianne Rivard
Sharon Roberts
Kelly Robinson
Ron Robinson
Hon. Associate Chief Justice J.D. Rooke
Jonathan Rossall QC
Hon. Justice P.A. Rowbotham
Jennifer Ruttan
Farha Salim
Drew Saly
Wayne Schafer QC
Master W.S. Schlosser QC
Darwin Schofer
Robert Schuett
Daniel Scott
Elaine Seifert QC
Elizabeth Shepherd
William Shores QC
Jane Sidnell
Kim Smith
Riley Snider
Ron Sorokin
Dr. Richard Spelliscy
Ruth Spetz
David Stark
Jason Stephan
Hon. Judge L.K. Stevens
Vivian Stevenson QC
Tracey Stock
Barbara Stratton QC
David Stratton QC
Anthony Strawson
Hon. Justice J. Strekaf

Hon. Justice W.P. Sullivan
Jason Sweeney
Jeremy Taitinger
David Taniguchi
Sylvia Tensfeldt
Crystal Thompson
Mylene Tiessen
Mike Tolfree
Leah Tolton
Maia Tomljanovic
Hon. Justice J.E. Topolniski
Jennifer Tozser
David Tupper
John Tyrrell
Brian Vail QC
Sander van der Wissel
Hon. Judge H.M. Van Harten
Sandy Vander Ziel
Jud Virtue
Hon. Justice T.W. Wakeling
Peggy Walden
Helen Ward
Sean Ward
Glenn Warkentin
Terrence Warner
Scott Watson QC
Sandra Weber
Schuyler Wensel QC
Kathy Whitburn
Alanah Wiberg
Jason Wilkins
Michelle Williamson
Andrew Wilson
Hon. W.E. Wilson
Jody Wivcharuk
Liza Wold 
Lexy Wong
Adrianna Worman
James Yaskowich
Barry Zalmanowitz QC
Susan Zwaenepoel QC

� ank you to all of our 
volunteers who help make each 

and every Legal Education 
Society of Alberta program and 

resource a great success!



Jennifer Flynn
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Carolyn Bernardin
INFORMATION SPECIALIST

Courtney Black
EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Bronwyn Connolly 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Craig Edhart 
INTEGRATION ASSISTANT

Kathy Fortier 
MEETING AND RELATIONS  
COORDINATOR 

Daniel García 
DIRECTOR OF INTEGRATION

Chris Hayek
EDUCATION ASSISTANT 

Alexandra Hryciw 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Ashley Iachetta 
STUDENT COORDINATOR

Karen McDougall 
COUNSEL

Holly Miller
ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST

Catherine Morris
LEGAL ASSISTANT

Erin Neil 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Dawn Ofner 
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

Susan Paterson 
EDUCATION ASSISTANT 

Christine Sanderman 
COUNSEL

Sophia Stauffer 
EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Sky Sun 
EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Janette Sztym 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Renee Vander Meulen 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

Charlene Waines
STAFF LAWYER 

meet  OUR STAFF

Daniel T. Gallagher QC (Chair)
BENNETT JONES LLP

Aaron D. Martens (Vice-Chair)
DUNPHY BEST BLOCKSOM LLP

Jennifer Ruttan (Treasurer)
RUTTAN BATES 

Prof. Tamara Buckwold  
(Past Chair)
FACULTY OF LAW,
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Prof. Catherine A. Brown
FACULTY OF LAW, 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

Stephanie Dobson
MERIDIAN LAW GROUP 

Michelle Gallagher
PATRIOT LAW GROUP

Prof. Lois Gander QC
FACULTY OF EXTENSION,
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Ken H. Lewis QC
TORY LEWIS ABELLS LLP

Gillian Marriott QC
PRO BONO LAW ALBERTA 

Michael Mestinsek
STIKEMAN ELLIOT LLP

Dena Mitchell
FINNING (CANADA), A DIVISION  
OF FINNING INTERNATIONAL INC.

Walter Pavlic QC
MACPHERSON LESLIE & TYERMAN LLP 

Sandra Petersson 
ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE

Sabri Shawa QC
JENSEN SHAWA SOLOMON  
DUGUID HAWKES LLP

Suzanne Thomas
FIELD LLP

Don Thompson QC
THE LAW SOCIETY OF ALBERTA

Judiciary Liaisons
Hon. Justice P.A. Rowbotham
ALBERTA COURT OF APPEAL

Hon. Justice S.D. Hillier
COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH OF ALBERTA 

Hon. Judge K.J. Jordan
PROVINCIAL COURT OF ALBERTA

meet  OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Legal Education Society of Alberta Suite 2610, 10104 - 103 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0H8    
REGISTER ONLINE: LESA.org   EMAIL: lesa@lesa.org  FAX: 780.425.0885  PHONE: 780.420.1987, Toll Free Within Alberta 1.800.282.3900 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Legal Education Society of Alberta is always looking for volunteers. There are many ways you can get 
involved: online or face-to-face CPLED facilitator or evaluator, CLE seminar chair or faculty, author, reviewer, 
editor, blogger, online course contributor, script writer, or actor.

In addition to keeping current with de elopments in the field, the benefits of acting as a olunteer for  
include recognition by the profession, social networking opportunities, and being able to focus on your  
expertise while expanding your skill set.

To volunteer, contact Dawn Ofner:
dawn.ofner@lesa.org          780.969.3559         1.800.282.3900 ext. 3559 (toll free in AB)

If you volunteered for us between January and June 2015, please ensure your name is on the list.  
If your name has been missed, please contact us.


