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Born and raised in Regina, Saskatchewan, Darren gained a 
BA (Advanced) in Anthropology in May 1995. An exchange 
semester at the University College of Ripon & York St. 
John in 1994 introduced Darren to travel outside of North 
America. Over three years, between juggling undergrad 
studies and law school, while living in the UK and travelling 
Europe, Darren immersed himself in various endeavours 
notably as a manager for a publicly traded pub company. 

“I ran pubs in the south of England, but I’ve also done 
a lot of other work over the years. I’ve been a bingo caller, 
bartender, private investigator, process server and bailiff. 
I’ve cleaned grocery stores, unloaded semi-trucks, washed 
windows, worked at 7-11, managed the apartment building 
I lived in for law school and even been a substitute teacher’s 
assistant at a highschool.” 

Darren’s motto? “No job is too menial if it provides a means 
to an end.” 

What motivated you to choose law? 
After my return from the UK, I was working for a car rental 
company, and I rented a car to a prominent Saskatoon 
defence lawyer, Bill Roe. Bill impressed me so much I took 
him out for lunch. After that lunch, I knew law was for me.  
I did reasonably well in law school, clerked for the 
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal, and then started my 
legal career in Calgary with a national firm in 2005.   
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Darren Reed
Jensen Shawa Solomon 
Duiguid Hawkes LLP
  

I joined my current fi rm, JSS Barristers in the early fall of 
2006, and became a partner in 2012. The rest is history. 

What advice would you pass on to a newly called lawyer?
Work as hard as you can and be a sponge. Take on as 
much responsibility as you’re comfortable with, and look at 
every assignment, fi le or case as an opportunity to learn, 
because time goes quickly and you cannot replace the 
experience you gain in the fi rst 5 - 6 years of practise.  

Preparation can, almost always, balance out a lack of 
experience and replace nervousness with confi dence. 

How you view things affects how you feel about them. 
If you’re truly  not  happy  where  you  are,  fi nd  a  new place  
where you can be.

What motivates you to volunteer? 
The opportunity to volunteer at a relatively junior level 
motivated me, as I presumed that if LESA was willing to trust 
me, it was worth doing. From that came the realization 
that I had something to give back to the new lawyers  and  
articling  students.  That  still  motivates  me.  Now, it’s the 
constant exposure to new lawyers and articling students, 
other practitioners, all who share the desire to be better 
at what it is we do for a living, and the camaraderie that 
comes out of that. That, and the fact that people at LESA 
are fantastic to deal with. It’s always such a pleasure 
volunteering because you’re made to feel welcome and the 
gratitude is genuine.

What is your most memorable aspect of volunteering 
for LESA? 
Even though my legal career has been comparatively 
short to many, I’ve spent 7 years of it volunteering with 
LESA. The most memorable aspects are the great people 
at LESA. People like Dawn Ofner and Jennifer Flynn are 
just so approachable and genuine; they are very easy to 
work with. Also, the fact that as my experience with LESA 
has grown, so have the opportunities. Over time I’ve been 
given opportunities to evaluate, teach, speak, and this year 
I organized, prepared and chaired the Civil Procedure for 
Legal Support Staff seminar.

“Preparation can, almost always, balance out a lack 
of experience and replace nervousness with confidence.”

Volunteer Appreciation

The generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all of our volunteers make every Legal Education Society 
of Alberta program and resource a great success. We appreciate the work of our volunteers and their service 

to the profession. Contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org to volunteer. 

Visit  our website at LESA.org
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William Aaron QC
Paul Allyjan
Salvatore Amelio QC
Hon. Judge L.G Anderson
Paule Armeneau QC
Rob Armstrong
Janice Ashcroft QC
Aman Athwal 
Michelle Bailey 
Lonny Balbi QC
James Bancroft QC
Deborah Baradziej 
Peter Barber 
Cyndy Barber 
Timothy Bardsley
Kevin Barr
Michael Bates 
Tudor Beattie QC
Pam Bell 
Francoise Belzil 
Matthew Bennett 
Aaron Bickman 
Prof. Barbara Billingsley 
Richard Billington QC
Susan Billington QC
Ken Blake 
Max Blitt QC
Geoff Boddy 
Pierre Boileau QC
Patricia Bokenfohr 
Lori Bokenfohr 
Sarah Boyce 
Douglas boyer 
Craig Boyer 
Adam Brener
Tracey Bristow
Barrie Broughton QC
Paul Brunnen QC
Everettt Bunnell QC
Judy Burke 
Karin Buss
Hon. Judge L.L. Burt 
Jerri Cairns
Hon. Judge R.B. Camp 
Nancy Carruthers
Arman Chak 
Donald Cherniawsky QC
Daniel Chow
Michelle Christopher
Daniel Chubb
Renée Cochard QC
Colleen Connolly
Hon. Judge G.H. Conrnfield 
Melanie Cooke
Steven Cooper
Jordan Crerar
Wendi Crowe

Mydene Cuevas 
Jonathan Cummings
Deborah Dalton 
Kelly Dawson 
Karine De Champlain 
Marian De Souza QC
Anne de Villars QC
Paulette DeKelver
Marc Delacruz
Ivan Derer QC
Cynthia Dickins 
Hon. Judge J.L. Dixon 
Rhoda Dobler 
Neil Dobson 
Stephanie Dobson 
Mona Duckett QC
Tom Duke 
James Dunphy 
James Elford 
Christy Elliott
Derek Elliott
Kate English 
Sheri Epp 
Christopher Evans QC
Rick Ewasiuk QC
Lindsay Ewens-Jones
Sean Fairhurst
Catherine A. Farnell 
Kate Faught 
Jon Faulds QC
Frederick Fenwick QC
Kelley Fiske-Nielsen 
Patrick Fitzpatrick 
Jill Floen 
Steven Florendine 
Phil Fodchuk 
Dr. Larry Fong 
Rodney Fong 
Fran Foran QC
John Frame 
Sean Fraser 
Jocelyn Frazer 
Darren Freeston 
Krista Frohlich 
Daniel Gallagher QC
Melanie Gaston 
Lisa Gaunt 
Mark Gerlitz
Nancy Golding QC
Neil Gower QC
Jeneane Grundberg 
Dick Haldane QC
Donna Hallett 
Tracy Hanson 
Michael Harris 
Robert Harvie QC
Denise Harwardt 

Sandra Hawes
Robert Hawkes QC
Patrick Heinsen 
Denise Hendrix
Stacy Hennings 
Hon. Judge N.R. Hess
Karen Hewitt
Diana Hewko 
Sandra Hildebrand 
Jocelyn Hill 
Mark Hillenbrand 
Mercedes Hitesman 
Jeremy Hockin QC
Carolyn Hogan 
David Holub 
Michael Hoosein 
Vita Houlihan 
Tina Huizinga 
Shanna Hunka 
Lauren Ignacz 
Laura Inglis 
Sean Jeffers 
Warren Jennings 
Hon. Justice R. A. Jerke 
Lori Johnson 
Jamie Johnson
Monica Johnson 
Hon. Justice C.M. Jones 
Dereck Jones 
Victoria Jones 
Tony Jordan QC 
Daniel Jukes 
Sherry Kachur QC
Jared Kantor 
Olga Kary 
Todd Kathol 
Kyle Kawanami 
April Kellett 
Samantha Kernahan 
Jacqueline Kibsey 
Robert Kiddine
Laurie Kiedrowski 
Brian Kiers 
Barbara Kimmitt
James Kindrake 
Sara King-D’Souza QC
Michael Kirk 
Anne Kirker QC
Renee Konotopsky 
Mark Kortbeek 
Jeremiah Kowalchuk 
Michael Kraus QC
John Kudrinko 
Allison Kuntz 
Vincent Kurata 
Hon. Judge P.E. Kvill 
Bernadette LaBrie 
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Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter!

Penny Leckie 
Hon. Judge A.H. Lefever 
Matthew Lindsay QC
Sonja Lusignan 
Ian MacDonald QC
Perry Mack QC
Michelle MacKay
Hon. Justice A.D. Macleod  
Hon. J. Major CC, QC
Steve Mandziuk QC
Gillian Marriott QC
Lucretia Martenet 
John Martland QC
Gavin Matthews 
Timothy Mavko 
Christopher McAviney 
Robert McBean QC 
Maureen McCartney-Cameron 
Bobbi Jo McDevitt
John McGee 
Dalton McGrath QC
Kevin McGuigan 
Hon. Justice P.J. McIntyre
Ian McKay 
Alexander McKay QC
Deirdre McKenna 
Deputy Chief Judge L.K. McLellan 
Daniel McLeod 
Ross McLeod QC
Craig Mcmahon 
Jenny McMordie 
Beryl McNeill 
Ingrid Meier 
Scot Menzies
CoriLynne Mercier 
Hon. Justice P.B. Michalyshyn 
Ken Mills 
Lynsey Mincher 
Douglas Moe QC
Kendall Moholitny 
Nigel Montoute 
Renn Moodley 
Paul Moreau
Daniel Morrow 
Alexis Moulton 
Karen Muir 
Kate Mulherin 
Marylin Mun 
Brad Mustard 
Molly Naber-Sykes QC
Derek Nash
Hon. Justice R.E. Nation 
Dawn Nelson
Byron Nelson
Chadwick Newcombe
Roy Nickerson QC
Paul Nothof QC

Christine Nugent
Ryan O’Fee
Hon. Justice B.K. O’Ferrall 
Hon. Judge. R.J. O’Gorman
Karen O’Keeffe
Jeffrey Oliver
Reagen O’Neil 
Will Osler 
Marcus Ostrowerka 
Krysta Ostwald 
Donald Padget 
John Pak 
Raylene Palichuk 
Diane Parken 
Shaun Partridge QC
Dennis Pelkie QC
Michael Penny QC
Susan Pepper 
Michelle Pidhirney 
Karen Platten QC
Susan Poburan 
Malcolm Pritchard
Shannon Prithipaul 
Aida Rafie 
Robert Rakochey 
Lorne Randa 
Darren Reed
Rick Reeson QC
Michele Reeves 
Catherine Regier 
Norma Reimer 
Philip Renaud QC
Kathleen Reyes 
Clayton Rice 
Rita Richardson 
Steven Robertson 
Wendy Rollins QC
Associate Chief Justice J.D. Rooke 
James Rose QC
Jonathan Rossall QC
Peter Royal QC
Erin Runnalls
Jennifer Ruttan
James Samaroden
John Sanche
Dragana Sanchez Glowicki
Adam Sanderman
Gillian Scarlett
Wayne Schafer QC
Master W.S. Schlosser QC
Darwin Schofer
Heidi Schubert
Robert Schuett
Daniel Segal
Karl Seidenz
Joshua Selby
Michael Sestito

Thank you to all of our  
volunteers who help make  

each and every Legal Education 
Society of  Alberta program  

a great success!

Jennifer Shaften
Douglas Shell QC
Wilma Shim
William Shores QC
Michael Simons
Hon. Justice F.F. Slatter
Gordon Sloan
Glenn Solomon QC
Richard Spelliscy
David Stark
Craig Steinbery
Laura Stevens QC
Vivian Stevenson QC
Tracey Stock
Barbara Stratton QC
Hon. Justice W.P. Sullivan 
Desiree Tan
Hilary Tanasichuk
Connie Taylor QC
Alexis Teasdale
Melissa Tennison
Sylvia Tensfeldt
Mylene Tiessen
Francisco Torres
Cindy Turner
Eric Vaillant
Sandy Vander Ziel
Aaron Vanin 
Hon. J.Z. Vertes 
David Wachowich QC
Tyson Wagner
Audrey Wakeling QC
Peggy Walden
Terrence Warner
Sandra Weber
Kathy Whitburn
Andrew Wilson
Liza Wold
Prof. Rod Wood
Matthew Woodley
George Wowk
Linda Wright
Lara Yeung
Marc Yu
Patricia Yuzwenko



Jennifer Flynn
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dawn Ofner
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Christine Sanderman
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR (ON LEAVE)

Karen McDougall 
ACTING ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Carolyn Bernadin 
INFORMATION SPECIALIST

Bronwyn Connolly 
PROGRAM ASSISTANT 

Labonneau Dey 
COPY EDITOR 

Ashley Foster
PROJECT ASSISTANT 

Daniel García 
OPERATIONS MANAGER

Kathy Harkin 
MEETINGS AND RELATIONS COORDINATOR

Chris Hayek 
PROJECT ASSISTANT

Holly Miller 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Lindsey Prazak 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Sky Sun 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Amanda Properzi 
STUDENT COORDINATOR

Charlene Waines 
ONLINE COORDINATOR 

Sophia Stauffer 
PROJECT ASSISTANT 

Janette Sztym
PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Kimberley Jev
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

meet  OUR STAFF

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Legal Education Society of Alberta is always looking for volunteers. Be a part of the many programs and 
resources that we offer as one or many of the following: CPLED Learning Group Facilitator, CPLED Face-to-Face 
Facilitator, CPLED Face-to-Face Evaluator, CLE Seminar Faculty, CLE Seminar Chair, Author, Reviewer, Editor, 
Blogger, Online Course Contributor, Script Writer, or Actor.

In addition to keeping current with the developments in the field, the benefits of acting as a volunteer for a LESA 
program include: recognition by the profession, a focus on your expertise while expanding your skill set, and  
social networking opportunities. 

To volunteer, contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org,, telephone 780.969.3559, or call toll free within Alberta 
1.800.282.3900 ext. 3559.

Legal Education Society of Alberta Suite 2610, 10104 - 103 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0H8    
FAX: 780.425.0885  REGISTER ONLINE: LESA.org   EMAIL: lesa@lesa.org    

PHONE: 780.420.1987, Toll Free Within Alberta 1.800.282.3900 
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If you volunteered for us between January and June, 2014, please ensure your name  
is on the list. If your name has been missed, please contact us!

Prof. Tamara M. Buckwold
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Daniel T. Gallagher QC
BENNETT JONES LLP

Aaron D. Martens
DUNPHY BEST BLOCKSOM LLP 

Thomas Achtymichuk QC
MCCUAIG DESROCHERS  

Prof. Catherine A. Brown
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

Kathryn Chisholm QC
CAPITAL POWER

Stephanie Dobson
KINDRACHUK DOBSON

Prof. Lois E. Gander QC
FACULTY OF EXTENSION  
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Ken H. Lewis QC
TORY LEWIS ABELLS LLP 

Gillian Marriot QC
PRO BONO LAW ALBERTA 

Michael Mestinsek
STIKEMAN ELLIOT LLP

Walter Pavlic QC
MACPHERSON LESLIE &  
TYERMAN LLP

Jennifer Ruttan
RUTTAN BATES 

Sabri Shawa QC 
JENSEN SHAWA SOLOMON  
DUGUID HAWKES LLP

Don Thompson QC
THE LAW SOCIETY OF ALBERTA

Judicial Liaisons
Hon. Justice P. A. Rowbotham
ALBERTA COURT OF APPEAL

Hon. Justice S. D. Hillier
COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH OF ALBERTA 

Hon. Judge K. J. Jordan
PROVINCIAL COURT OF ALBERTA
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meet  OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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