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Sandra has built a successful practice serving her clients in the 
areas of insurance and personal injury law, and is experienced 
in various areas of insurance law, including auto, property, CGL, 
life, and disability. Over the past 24 years, she has gained 
significant experience representing her clients in trials in the 
Courts of Queen’s Bench of Alberta and Saskatchewan, at 
the Alberta and Saskatchewan Courts of Appeal, and in 
mediations and judicial dispute resolutions.

Tell us about yourself.
I graduated from the University of Alberta Law School in 
1990. I articled with McLennan Ross, was admitted to 
the Alberta Bar in 1991, and have continued my practice 
with McLennan Ross to this day. I have a civil litigation 
practice focused primarily in the areas of insurance and 
personal injury. I am currently the co-chair of McLennan 
Ross’s Insurance & Risk Management Practice Group.

What influences and motivates you the most? 
I would say that I am influenced by my parents who continue 
to have an incredible work ethic to this day – they are both 
in their 70s. On top of that, they have instilled in me, 
through their conduct over the years, just how important 
it is to give back to your community and help others who 
may not be as fortunate as you. I have also been influenced 
over the years by a number of my current and former partners 
and their manner of handling clients and practicing law. 

In terms of what motivates me, I would have to say that  
I love a challenge. I enjoy the process of assisting a client 
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work through a problem to resolution. I really like the  
strategic aspects of advocacy, and I get a lot of satisfaction 
from presenting a client’s case in the various forums we use  
in litigation.

What advice would you pass on to a newly called lawyer?
This will sound trite, but work hard. Treat all clients, tasks, 
files, etc., equally.  Our clients are all paying us extremely 
well and counting on us to provide them with expertise, 
assistance, and guidance, and they all deserve the same 
level of dedication and commitment. Find an approach to 
your practice that suits you. We all have different personalties 
and styles, and you need to determine what is best for you.  

Having said that, seek out mentors in your area of practice 
that you admire and take every opportunity you can to  
observe how they handle the ins and outs of practicing law. 
Do not abandon all outside interests; try to maintain some 
level of balance in this regard.  

Finally, strive to maintain a high level of civility and respect for 
all you encounter in your practice (clients, opposing parties, 
other lawyers, staff, judges, etc.). This can sometimes be  
difficult in our profession, but it is crucial.

You have been a consistent and loyal supporter of LESA. 
What motivates you to volunteer? 
I think it is important to never forget that we all started out 
pretty much in the same position – knowing very little about 
how to practice law. As a result, I feel that it is important we 
give back to our legal community in a way that assists those 
who are looking to forge their way in the profession. What 
motivates me is playing a role, however small, in helping to 
build someone’s confidence in their chosen career.

What is your most memorable aspect of volunteering for 
LESA? 
I am always very impressed with the incredible amount 
of progress that the participants in the Intensive Trial  
Advocacy Course demonstrate in a very short time period. 
It never ceases to amaze me how willingly the participants 
accept feedback and immediately improve their skills and  
presentation ability.  

“What motivates me is playing a role, however small, in helping 
to build someone’s confidence in their chosen career.”

Volunteer Appreciation

The generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all of our volunteers make every Legal Education Society  
of Alberta program and resource a great success. We appreciate the work of our volunteers and their service  

to the profession. Contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org to volunteer. 

Visit  our website at LESA.org
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Bill Aaron QC
Neena Ahluwalia QC
Laurie Allen
Salvatore Amelio QC
Hon. Assistant Chief Judge L. G. 
Anderson
Adam Aptowitzer
Paule Armeneau QC
Rob Armstrong
Jey Arul
Joseph Arvay QC
Holly Aspell
Norm Assiff
Loreen Austin
Sarbjit Bains
Lonny Balbi QC
Deborah Baradziej
Graham Barr
Hon. Judge J. D. Bascom
Michael  Bates
David Beaton
Pam Bell
Prof. Catherine Bell
Prof. Janine Benedet
Matthew Bennett
Gay Benns
Nathan Benron
Heidi Berata
John Bessemer
Richa Bhagrath
Susan Billington QC
Lucille Birkett QC
Ken Blake
Michael Blatchford
Max Blitt QC
Geoff Boddy
Pierre Boileau QC
Sarah Boyce
Douglas Boyer
Adam Brener
Tracey Bristow
Shannon Brochu
Sheilla Brown
Everett Bunnell QC
Judy Burke
Karen Burns
Nancy Carruthers

Melanie Carter
Prof. Peter Carver
Arman Chak
Suchetna Channan
Shad Chapman
Yvonne Chenier QC
Veronica Choy
Jeff Coape-Arnold
Renée Cochard QC
Bryce Code
Sean Collins
Colleen Connolly
Melanie Cooke
George Craven
Jordan Crone
Wendi Crowe
Mydene Cuevas
Wendy Danson
Frank DeAngelis QC
Joshua de Groot
Marian De Souza QC
Anne de Villars QC
Sandeep Dhir
Cynthia Dickins
Rhoda Dobler
Neil Dobson
Bryan Duguid QC
Tom Duke
Paul Dunn
Fulvio Durante
Ellen Embury
Sheri Epp
Tamar Epstein
Rick Ewasiuk QC
Lindsay Ewens-Jones
Cathy Farnell
Fred Fenwick QC
Dr. Larry Fong
Ruellen Forsyth-Nicholson
John Frame
Jocelyn Frazer
Edward Gallagher
Michelle Gallagher
Melanie Gaston
Hon. Justice M. D. Gates
Lisa Gaunt
Neil Gower QC

Bob Graham 
Laura Greenan
Michael Greene QC
April Grosse
Donna Hallett
Jillian Harker
Michael Harris
Robert Harvie QC
Makiko Hata
Denise Hendrix
Christina Henriques
Karen Hewitt
David Hiebert
Sandra Hildebrand
Bernette Ho
Brendon Ho
Carolyn Hogan
Bill Hogle QC
Michael Hokanson 
Mark Holthe
Michael Hoosein
Sandra Hudson
Eileen Huestis
Shanna Hunka
Laird Hunter QC
Laura Inglis Chubb
Jessy Inkpen
Jocelyn Innes
Erin Ippolito
Tanis Jalbert
Sean Jeffers
Moosa Jiwaji
Parminder Johal
Monica Johnson
Simon Johnson
Dereck Jones
Jeff Kahane
Olga Kary
Nafeesa Kassam
Jack Kelly
Brian Kiers
Jim Kindrake
Kimberly Kirk
Michael Kirk
Alex Kooiman
Prof. Jennifer Koshan
Randy Kott
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Jeremiah Kowalchuk
Bianca Kratt
Michael Kraus QC
Brad Kudar
John Kudrinko
Vincent Kurata
Michael Kwiatkowski
Kirk Lembrecht QC
Pierre Lamoureux
Vance Langford
Maria Lavelle
Prof. Matthew Lewans
Peter Lown QC
Shelley Mabbott QC
Ian MacDonald QC
Michelle MacKay
Lois MacLean
Linda Maj
Steve Mandziuk QC
Gillian Marriott QC
Lucretia Martenet
Margaret Mason
Karim Mawani
Bob McBean QC
Carolyn McCartney
Jim McCartney
Maureen McCartney-Cameron
Allison McCollum
Janet McCready
Jason McCulloch
Melanie McDonald
Kevin McGuigan 
Alicia McKinley
Dino McLaughlin
Ross McLeod QC
Beryl McNeill
Ingrid Meier
Jenn Miller
Lynsey Mincher
Anne Montgomery
Paul Moreau
Dan Morrow
Alexis Moulton
Kate Mulherin
Brad Mustard
Daron Naffin
Byron Nelson

Chadwick Newcombe
Prof. Dwight Newman
Colleen Nicholls
Yasmeen Nizam
Robert Noce QC
Michael O’Brien
Ifeoma Okoye
Marcus Ostrowerka
Krysta Ostwald
Dr. Arlin Pachet
Leslie Paetz
John Pak
Patricia Paradis
Shaun Partridge
Kate Pedlow
Dennis Pelkie QC
Prof. Steven Penney
Michael Penny QC
Hon. Justice D. Pentelechuk QC
Nathan Po
Christine Pratt
Jamila Premji
Chantel Prevatt
Gavin Price
Jessica Proudfoot
Patricia Quinton-Campbell
Aida Rafie
Richard Rand QC
Will Randall
Mark Raven-Jackson
Darren Reed
Norma Reimer
Prof. Wayne Renke
Steven T. Robertson
Ron Robinson
Hon. Associate Chief Justice J.D. Rooke
Jonathan Rossall QC
Farha Salim
Dragana Sanchez Glowicki
Adam Sanderman
Darwin Schofer
Elaine Siefert QC
Joshua Selby
David Sevalrud
Salima Shivji
Arun Shourie
Michael Simons

Thank you to all of our  
volunteers who help make  

each and every 
Legal Education Society  

of  Alberta program  
a great success!

Hon. L. Smith 
Richard Spelliscy
David Stark
Mark Stillman
Desiree Tan
Betty Thompson
Crystal Thompson
Patricia Tolppanen
Heather Treacy QC
Geneviève Tremblay-McCaig
Paul Trotter
David Tupper
Randal Van de Mosselaer
Sandy Vander Ziel
Audrey Wakeling QC
Terry Warner
Janine Watson
Barbara Widdowson QC
Hugh Wills
Susan Wood
George Wowk
Don Young
Marc Yu
Kevin Zemp
Michelle Zhang
Susan Zwaenepoel QC
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Amanda Properzi
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Janette Sztym
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Charlene Waines
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Linda Wilkinson
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

meet  OUR STAFF

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Legal Education Society of Alberta is always looking for volunteers. Be a part of the many programs and 
resources that we offer as one or many of the following: CPLED Learning Group Facilitator, CPLED Face-to-Face 
Facilitator, CPLED Face-to-Face Evaluator, CLE Seminar Faculty, CLE Seminar Chair, Author, Reviewer, Editor, 
Blogger, Online Course Contributor, Script Writer, or Actor.

In addition to keeping current with the developments in the field, the benefits of acting as a volunteer for a LESA 
program include: recognition by the profession, a focus on your expertise while expanding your skill set, and  
social networking opportunities. 

To volunteer, contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org,, telephone 780.969.3559, or call toll free within 
Alberta 1.800.282.3900 ext. 3559.

Legal Education Society of Alberta Suite 2610, 10104 - 103 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0H8    
FAX: 780.425.0885  REGISTER ONLINE: LESA.org   EMAIL: lesa@lesa.org    

PHONE: 780.420.1987, Toll Free Within Alberta 1.800.282.3900 
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If you volunteered for us between July and December, 2013, please ensure your name  
is on the list. If your name has been missed, please contact us!

Prof. Tamara M. Buckwold
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Daniel T. Gallagher QC
BENNETT JONES LLP

Aaron D. Martens
DUNPHY BEST BLOCKSOM LLP 

Thomas Achtymichuk QC
MCCUAIG DESROCHERS  

Prof. Catherine A. Brown
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

Kathryn Chisholm QC
CAPITAL POWER

Stephanie Dobson
KINDRACHUK DOBSON

Prof. Lois E. Gander QC
FACULTY OF EXTENSION, 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

James A. Glass QC
DUHAMEL MANNING FEEHAN 
WARRENDER GLASS LLP

Ken H. Lewis QC
TORY LEWIS ABELLS LLP 

Michael Mestinsek
STIKEMAN ELLIOT LLP

Walter Pavlic QC
MACPHERSON LESLIE & TYERMAN LLP

Jennifer Ruttan
RUTTAN BATES

Sabri Shawa QC
JENSEN SHAWA SOLOMON 
DUGUID HAWKES LLP

Don Thompson QC
THE LAW SOCIETY OF ALBERTA

Judicial Liaisons
Hon. Justice P. A. Rowbotham
ALBERTA COURT OF APPEAL

Hon. Justice S. D. Hillier
ALBERTA COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH 

Hon. Judge K. J. Jordan
THE PROVINCIAL COURT OF ALBERTA
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meet  OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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