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FEATURE VOLUNTEER

After graduating from the University of Alberta with her
BA in 1996 and her LLB in 2000, Tina was well on her
way to fulfilling her lifelong goal of becoming a lawyer.
Over the course of her career, Tina has appeared at all
levels of Court in Alberta and has practiced primarily in
the areas of family law and civil litigation. While her ideal
dream job has changed over time, her dedication to the
profession and her commitment to volunteering has
remained steadfast. In addition to the countless hours
of support that Tina has provided to LESA over the years,
she has also given back to the profession by working
with the Habitat for Humanity Legal Build, teaching
Techniques in Negotiation at the University of Alberta, and
volunteering at the Edmonton Community Legal Centre
(amongst other things!). In the past six months, Tina has
generously contributed her time and talent to LESA as an
author for the 2014 Family Law Practice Manual update,
as a faculty member at our Child Support seminar, and
by providing feedback during learning exercises for the
CPLED Oral Advocacy module.

What drew you to the legal profession and the
practice of family law in particular?

What drew me to law is an impossible question to answer:
it's what I've always wanted to do. | said that when | was
5 to my parents, who were a bit baffled by the concept.
| wanted to be a Crown Prosecutor. That was the be all
and end all goal. But when | was looking for articles the
Crown didn’t want to hire me, so | went to a general firm
and did some family law there. | found that | was more

interested in family law than anything else, but, because
of the drama associated with family law, | didn’t want to
pare off the civil litigation at that point. | wasn’t sure how
much of the drama | could handle. Then eventually, as |
got to do more and more of it, | lessened and lessened
all of the civil litigation that | was doing and just focused
on family law. | think part of why | enjoy it is the instant
gratification of solving a problem. That’s one of the things
| didn’t like about civil litigation: the files took so long to
get done. | also enjoy dealing with individuals, instead of
companies, and getting to solve a problem for a person.

What advice would you pass on to a newly called lawyer?

Get really good at time organization, and be able to block off
time for personal life. It’s important to have life, not just law.
But also recognize that what you're doing, while it's just
a file to you, it’s a huge deal for your client. Recognize the
gravity of what it is that you're doing for people. Those are
the two things that people should keep in mind.

What is the most significant benefit of volunteering?

My own continuing legal education. Writing papers or
participating in seminars, [such as] the Intensive Advocacy
program, reminds me of the right way to do things. As time
goes on | think we tend to get a little bit lazy, because we’re
used to doing things a certain way and we’re used to citing
the same cases. Volunteering forces me to update my
research and update my skills and remind myself of the
things | shouldn’t be doing. It makes me a better lawyer.

“Whatever it is that you're
passionate about, find some
outlet and take some time
every year to volunteer.

It returns itself to
you tenfold.”

The generous contributions of time, talent, and energy from all of our volunteers make every Legal Education Society
of Alberta program and resource a great success. We appreciate the work of our volunteers and their service
to the profession. Contact Dawn Ofner at dawn.ofner@lesa.org to volunteer.
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Thank you to all of our
volunteers who help make each
and every Legal Education
Society of Alberta program and

resource a gVeat success!
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meet OUR STAFF

Jennifer Flynn

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Carolyn Bernardin
INFORMATION SPECIALIST
Courtney Black
EDUCATION ASSISTANT
Bronwyn Connolly
EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Craig Edhart
INTEGRATION ASSISTANT
Kathy Fortier

MEETING AND RELATIONS
COORDINATOR

Daniel Garcia

DIRECTOR OF INTEGRATION
Chris Hayek

EDUCATION ASSISTANT
Ashley lachetta
STUDENT COORDINATOR
Karen McDougall
COUNSEL

Holly Miller

ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST
Dawn Ofner

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

meet OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Daniel T. Gallagher QC (Chair)
BENNETT JONES LLP

Aaron D. Martens (Vice-Chair)
DUNPHY BEST BLOCKSOM LLP

Jennifer Ruttan (Treasurer)
RUTTAN BATES

Prof. Tamara Buckwold

(Past Chair)
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Prof. Catherine A. Brown
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

Kathryn Chisholm QC

CAPITAL POWER CORPORATION

Stephanie Dobson
MERIDIAN LAW GROUP

Michelle Gallagher
PATRIOT LAW GROUP

Prof. Lois Gander QC
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

Ken H. Lewis QC
TORY LEWIS ABELLS LLP

Gillian Marriott QC
PRO BONO LAW ALBERTA

Michael Mestinsek
STIKEMAN ELLIOT LLP

Dena Mitchell
FINNING (CANADA), A DIVISION
OF FINNING INTERNATIONAL INC.

Walter Pavlic QC
MACPHERSON LESLIE & TYERMAN LLP

Christine Sanderman
COUNSEL

Sophia Stauffer

EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Sky Sun

EDUCATION ASSISTANT

Janette Sztym

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Renee Vander Meulen
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Charlene Waines
STAFF LAWYER

Sandra Petersson
ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE

Sabri Shawa QC
JENSEN SHAWA SOLOMON DUGUID
HAWKES LLP

Suzanne Thomas
FIELD LLP

Don Thompson QC
THE LAW SOCIETY OF ALBERTA

Judicial Liaisons

Hon. Justice P. A. Rowbotham
ALBERTA COURT OF APPEAL

Hon. Justice S. D. Hillier
COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH OF ALBERTA

Hon. Judge K. J. Jordan
PROVINCIAL COURT OF ALBERTA

The Legal Education Society of Alberta is always looking for volunteers. There are many ways you can get involved:
CPLED learning group facilitator, CPLED Face-to-Face facilitator or evaluator, CLE seminar chair or faculty, author,
reviewer, editor, blogger, online course contributor, script writer, or actor.

In addition to keeping current with developments in the field, the benefits of acting as a volunteer for LESA include
recognition by the profession, social networking opportunities, and being able to focus on your expertise while

expanding your skill set.

To volunteer, contact Dawn Ofner:

dawn.ofner@lesa.org 780.969.3559 1.800.282.3900 ext. 3559 (toll free in AB)

If you volunteered for us between July and December, 2014, please ensure your name
is on the list. If your name has been missed, please contact us.

Legal Education Society of Alberta Suite 2610, 10104 - 103 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta T5J OH8
REGISTER ONLINE: LESA.org EMAIL: lesa@lesa.org FAX: 780.425.0885

PHONE: 780.420.1987, Toll Free Within Alberta 1.800.282.3900 ®
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